
Mission Statement 
 

United in faith, we live as a prayerful people  

under the guidance of the Holy Spirit,  

called to share our gifts through Christian stewardship in 

our church and world communities.  

The visible sign of our lifelong commitment is our 

dedication to worship, education, and service  

in the Roman Catholic Tradition. 
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PARISH ADMINISTRATION 

Parish Office 262-782-4575 
 
 

Pastor  ................................................................................ Rev. Peter Berger 
 pberger@stmaryeg.org 
Assisting Priest ...................................................................... Rev. David Filut 
Deacon .................................................................................. Charles Kustner 
 cjkustner@gmail.com 
Deacon  ................................................................................. Richard Piontek 
 rpiontek@stmaryeg.org 
Deacon ................................................................................. Dick Niggemann 
 niggemannr@archmil.org 
Business Administrator .............................................................. Cheryl Peters 
 cpeters@stmaryeg.org 
Assistant Business Administrator .................................................. Nora Mihm 
 nmihm@stmaryeg.org 
Building & Grounds Supervisor ....................................................... Dave Foti 
 dfoti@stmaryeg.org 
Parish Receptionists ...................................... Lizzie Lanser and Pam Mueller 
Human Concerns .................................................................... Mary Sue Protz 
 msprotz@stmaryeg.org 
Administrative Assistant ............................................................... Chris Kinzy 
 ckinzy@stmaryeg.org 
Cemetery Sexton .................................................................. Kraig Klapperich 
 kklapperich@stmaryeg.org 
Trustee .............................................................................. Gordon Giampietro 
Trustee ................................................................................... Ignatius Smetek 
Pastoral Council Chairman ........................................................ James Carrig 
Thrift Shop ................................................................................. 262-784-6644 
Fax  ...………………………………………………………………..262-782-0677 

 

Liturgy & Music 262-782-4485 

Director of Music  ..................................................................... Julie Cucunato 
 jcucunato@stmaryeg.org 
Administrative Assistant ........................................................... Jenny Dascoli 
 jdascoli@stmaryeg.org 

 

Christian Formation 262-782-4575 

Co-directors of Christian Formation 
    Middle School, Adult & Family Ministry ................................ Josh Dieterich 
 jdieterich@stmaryeg.org 
    Child & Youth Ministry ................................................... Elizabeth Harrison 
 eharrison@stmaryeg.org 

 

School 262-782-7057 

Principal ...................................................................................... Mary Tretow 
 mtretow@stmaryeg.org 
Secretary ......................................................................................... Kris Dries 
          kdries@stmaryeg.org 
 

MASSES 

Sunday ............................................................... 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am 
Anticipated Mass ..............................................................5:00 pm (Saturday) 
Monday thru Friday ............................................................................ 6:30 am 
Tuesday and Friday, school days only .............................................. 8:00 am 
Saturday ............................................................................................ 8:00 am 

 

RECONCILIATION 

Friday 2:00pm - 5:00 pm 
Saturday 8:45 am - 9:15 am 

Please check the weekly bulletin for changes to this schedule. 
Seasonal Quad Parish Reconciliation Services are listed in the bulletin. 

 

HOLY DAYS 

Mary Mother of God .......................................................................... January I 
Assumption ..................................................................................... August 15 
All Saints ....................................................................................... November I 
Immaculate Conception ............................................................... December 8 
Christmas ................................................................................... December 25 



ST. MARY’S VISITATION PARISH 2 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, December 12, Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 6:30 am † Deceased members of the Gehringer and McKee 

families 

  Sacrament of the Sick available after Mass 

Tuesday, December 13, Saint Lucy, Virgin and Martyr 

 6:30 am † Orella Berghauer 

 8:00 am † Irineo Echavarre 

Wednesday, December 14, Saint John of the Cross 

 6:30 am † Roger Dropp 

Thursday, December 15, Advent Weekday 

 6:30 am † Patricia Jodie Bourget 

Friday, December 16, Advent Weekday 

 6:30 am † Peter Reilly 

 8:00 am  † For All Souls in Purgatory 

Saturday, December 17, Advent Weekday 

 8:00 am † Michael Schoos 

 5:00 pm † Dave Davis 

Sunday, December 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 7:30 am   Parishioners 

 9:00 am † Deceased members of the Montville family 

 11:00 am † Marlies Murphy 

 

 

The Sacrament of the Sick 

The Sacrament of the Sick is available every Monday after the 

6:30am Mass. Members of the parish facing surgery or other 

medical procedures or tests are invited to receive this sacrament 

prior to their medical procedures. 

If you know of someone who is in the hospital, or who would like 

a visit from the parish staff, please call the parish office and let us 

know. 

Baptism Preparation 
 

Children ages 6 and under: Those seeking to have children 

baptized should be registered, active members of St. Mary’s 

Visitation Parish. Parents who request baptism for a child are 

expected to complete a preparation class. It is offered bi-monthly.  

The scheduled classes for this year are: 

 

    Saturday, January 14th from 10:30-11:30am in church 

    Saturday, March 11th from 10:30-11:30am in church 
 

It is generally easier if the preparation is done before the birth of 

the child. If you have attended a session within the last five years, 

it is not necessary to retake the class. 

To schedule a baptism, please view the baptism dates on the 

parish website, www.stmaryeg.org/baptism.  

Please contact Jenny Dascoli in the Liturgy & Music office at  

262-782-4485 or jdascoli@stmaryeg.org for more information or 

to register for the baptism class. 

Children ages 6-12: Please call the Liturgy & Music Office. 

Adults ages 12 and up: Adults who wish to join the Catholic 

Church and were not baptized can participate in the Rite of 

Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA). Please call Josh 

Dieterich, Co-director of Christian Formation - Middle School, 

Adult and Family Ministry, for more information. 

PARISH REGISTRATION 

St. Mary’s is always happy to welcome new members. If you are 

interested in parish membership, it would be most helpful if you 

would call to make an appointment to register (262-782-4575). 

An appointment will guarantee the presence of a staff member to 

answer your questions and walk through a welcome packet with 

you.  

Advent Reconciliation Service 
 
 

Please take advantage of the next Quad 
Parish Advent communal reconciliation 
service coming up on Wednesday, 
December 14th at 7pm at John Vianney 
Parish.  
 

  

Daily Mass Schedule 
 6:30 am Monday thru Friday 

 8:00 am Tuesday & Friday, School Days Only 
 

Exceptions: 
There is no 8am Mass on Friday, December 23, 
Tuesday, December 27 and Friday, December 30. 
 

Parish Office Hours 
 Monday-Thursday   8:30am - 4pm 

 Friday     8:30am - noon 

 

The parish office will be closed on Monday, Decem-

ber 26 and Monday, January 2. 

http://www.stmaryeg.org/baptism.html
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Marriage VI 

I wanted to end our examination of the Sacrament of Marriage with a substantial quote from the Second Vat-

ican Council which sums up so nicely the various aspects of marriage that we have been looking at. It comes 

from the Constitution of the Church in the Modern World (Gaudium et spes, 48): 

 

“The intimate partnership of married life and love has been established by the Creator and qualified by His 

laws, and is rooted in the conjugal covenant of irrevocable personal consent. Hence by that human act 

whereby spouses mutually bestow and accept each other a relationship arises which by divine will and in the eyes of society too is a 

lasting one. For the good of the spouses and their off-springs as well as of society, the existence of the sacred bond no longer depends 

on human decisions alone. For, God Himself is the author of matrimony, endowed as it is with various benefits and purposes. All of 

these have a very decisive bearing on the continuation of the human race, on the personal development and eternal destiny of the indi-

vidual members of a family, and on the dignity, stability, peace and prosperity of the family itself and of human society as a whole. By 

their very nature, the institution of matrimony itself and conjugal love are ordained for the procreation and education of children, and 

find in them their ultimate crown. Thus a man and a woman, who by their compact of conjugal love are no longer two, but one 

flesh” (Matt. 19:ff), render mutual help and service to each other through an intimate union of their persons and of their actions. 

Through this union they experience the meaning of their oneness and attain to it with growing perfection day by day. As a mutual gift 

of two persons, this intimate union and the good of the children impose total fidelity on the spouses and argue for an unbreakable one-

ness between them. 

 

Christ the Lord abundantly blessed this many-faceted love, welling up as it does from the fountain of divine love and structured as it is 

on the model of His union with His Church. For as God of old made Himself present to His people through a covenant of love and 

fidelity, so now the Savior of men and the Spouse of the Church comes into the lives of married Christians through the sacrament of 

matrimony. He abides with them thereafter so that just as He loved the Church and handed Himself over on her behalf, the spouses 

may love each other with perpetual fidelity through mutual self-bestowal. 

 

Authentic married love is caught up into divine love and is governed and enriched by Christ's redeeming power and the saving activity 

of the Church, so that this love may lead the spouses to God with powerful effect and may aid and strengthen them in sublime office of 

being a father or a mother.  For this reason Christian spouses have a special sacrament by which they are fortified and receive a kind 

of consecration in the duties and dignity of their state.  By virtue of this sacrament, as spouses fulfil their conjugal and family obliga-

tion, they are penetrated with the spirit of Christ, which suffuses their whole lives with faith, hope and charity. Thus they increasingly 

advance the perfection of their own personalities, as well as their mutual sanctification, and hence contribute jointly to the glory of 

God.” 

 

We have now taken a look at six of the seven sacraments over the past year and a half.  In the new year we will be examining the final 

one, the Sacrament of Holy Orders. 

 

(This article is part of a series of articles on The Sacraments which will appear in the bulletin over the course of this year.) 

Postings from Fr. Peter 

 

St. Mary’s Visitation Parish, school and other ministries owe 

their success to the generous donations of its parishioners. We 

appreciate your contributions throughout the calendar year.   

 

Were you aware that historically 18% of all general stewardship 

donations are received in the month of December?  We count on 

and appreciate being included in your end of year giving again 

this year, thank you! According to IRS regulations, all contribu-

tions must be physically received by the close of business on 

December 31st to be considered donations in the 2016 calendar 

year.  

 

St. Mary’s Parish Office will be open until noon on Friday, De-

cember 30th. Donations received at the New Year’s Day Masses 

will be recorded as 2017 contributions. 

 

St. Mary’s Thrift Shop 
Find Your Hidden Treasure Here!! 

 

 

For more information visit our website, stmaryeg.org/thrift-shop. 

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas 

Celebrate the season in style! We have beautiful Christmas 

decorations, gorgeous holiday clothing and furs, as well as 

something lovely, fun or unique for everyone on your gift-

giving list. And don’t forget us for hostess gifts either! 

 

Enjoy 20%-50% off red tagged items all month long.  

Plus check out our website for Flash Sale Specials! 
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Sunday (12/11): Feed the Hungry 

 Musica Oramus Concert, 3pm+ 

 Family Rosary, 5pm+ 

 Brookfield Central Sacred Concert, 7pm+ 

Monday: Thrift Shop Open; 9am-4pm 

 Choir Rehearsals, 3:15-8pm+ 

Tuesday: Thrift Shop Open; 9am-4pm 

 Opus Dei Morning of Recollection & Confession — all are 

welcome; 9am+ 

 Reconciliation, noon-1pm+ 

 RCIA, 6:30-8pm, Attic 

Wednesday: K5-4th Grade Catholic Formation 5:30-6:30pm 

 5th Grade Catholic Formation, 6:15-7:45pm 

 Quad Parish Reconciliation Service, 7pm at St. John Vianney 

Thursday:  Thrift Shop Open; 9am-7pm 

 Visitation Institute, 9-10:30am, Attic 

 Teen Night, 3:30-8:30pm, Attic 

 Visitation Institute, 6:30-8pm, Atrium 

Friday: Thrift Shop Open; 9am-4pm 

 Kiwanis Golden K of EG. Coffee served until 9:30am mtg; 

SC (visitors are welcome) 

 Holy Dusters; 10am,+ 

 Reconciliation; 2-5pm, + 

Saturday: AA Meeting; 7-8am, SC 

 Reconciliation; 8:45am,+ 

 Thrift Shop Open; 9am-noon 

 Advent Movie Night, 6-7pm, Atrium 

Sunday (12/18): 11th Grade Catholic Formation, 4:30-6pm, Attic 

 9th & 10th Grade Catholic Formation, 4:30-6pm, Atrium 

Readings for the Week of December 11, 2016 

Sunday: Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146/Jas 5:7-10/Mt 11:2-11 

Monday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt 13/

Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 

Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13/Ps 34/Mt 21:28-32 

Wednesday: Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25/Ps 85/Lk 7:18b-23 

Thursday: Is 54:1-10/Ps 30/Lk 7:24-30 

Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8/Ps 67/Jn 5:33-36 

Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72/Mt 1:1-17 

Next Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24/Rom 1:1-7/Mt 1:18-24 
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Monday (12/12): Band Practice, 2:30-4pm, SC 

 Home & School Committee Meeting, 5:30pm, K3 Classroom 

Tuesday: All School Mass, 8am 

 Band Practice, 2:30-6pm, SC 

Wednesday:  Spirit Wear Day 

 Band Practice, 2-5:30pm, SC 

Thursday: Christmas Concert, 6:30pm, Gym 

 Band Practice, 2:45-5pm, SC 

Friday: All School Mass, 8am 

 Teacher Christmas Luncheon 

The Family Rosary  
 
 

      5:00pm    December 11    Church 
 

 

The Family Rosary will take place  

the 2nd Sunday of every month at 5:00pm. 

The PoPe’s Prayer InTenTIons  

for december 2016 
 

Universal: End to Child-Soldiers—That the scandal of 

child-soldiers may be eliminated the world over 

 

Evangelization: Europe—That the people of Europe may 

rediscover the beauty, goodness 

and truth of the Gospel which 

gives joy and hope to life. 
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Adoration Chapel 
 

In his writings the prophet Isaiah urges us to pre-

pare the way of the Lord.  How are 

your spiritual preparations for Christmas com-

ing?  Are you saying the family rosary?  The rosary 

will be said in Church at 5pm on the 11th, spon-

sored by the Christian Women.  Can you and your 

family attend?  Have you made time for reading the 

Bible?  Have you gone to Confession recent-

ly?  Are you spending time in the St. Mary's Perpetual Adoration 

Chapel?  Have you joined the Adoration program?  What a great 

gift that would be for God, yourself, and the par-

ish!    On Monday, December 12th we celebrate the feast of Our 

Lady of Guadalupe, which commemorates the apparitions of 

Mary in Mexico. Mary was named Patroness of the Americas in 

1999.  Honor her and Jesus by making frequent visits to the Ado-

ration Chapel and praying for the Americas and the whole world. 

We Need Coverage: 
Sundays  1-2 am, Call Colleen Schwarz, 414-795-3153 

Thursdays  2-3 am, 2nd & 4th weeks only, Call Jack  

  Morien, 262-389-5625 

Fridays   2-3 am Call Rita Dragani, 262-796-1162  

  3-4 am           “                  ” 

  9-10 am         “                  ” 

Poinsettia Plants  
 

The Environment Committee will be taking orders for poinsettia 

plants in the Atrium after all Masses the weekends of Dec. 10-11 

and Dec. 17-18. For a $15 donation, these poinsettias will be a 

part of our church sanctuary decorations this Christmas. You may 

designate the poinsettia as a memorial or a simple gift for a loved 

one, friend or neighbor. The names of those honored will be pub-

lished in the bulletin after Christmas. 
 

What a wonderful way for all of us to share the splendor and 

beauty of Christmas with those we love and each other. 
 

Cards may also be purchased in the Parish Office until 12/19, or, 

you may simply fill out the form below and mail in your order. 

Gift cards purchased via mail will be sent to you for giving. If 

you have any questions, call the Parish Office, 262-782-4575. 
  

-   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -  - 

Christmas Poinsettia Gift Card Order Form 
I would like to order Christmas Poinsettias  

at $15 each in honor of the following people (Please Print): 

 _______________________________________ 

 _______________________________________ 

 _______________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________ 
 

        Total # of poinsettias ordered ____ @ $15.00 ea. = ______ 
 

        Total # of cards needed ____ 
 

 Your Name _____________________________________  

  

 Telephone  _____________________________________ 
 

Please make checks payable to St. Mary’s Parish. 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 24 
        4:00pm        10:30pm (10:00pm prelude) 
 

Sunday, December 25 
    7:30am           9:00am           11:00am 
 

 

 

 

The parish offices are closed on  Monday, December 26. 

There is no 8am Mass or Reconciliation on  

Saturday, December 24th. 

 

For Your Planning,  

Please Note The Following Changes 

Advent Movie Nights for Families and Teens 

Draw nearer to Jesus this Advent by deepening your apprecia-

tion for the miraculous gift of the Mass. “The Mystery Re-

vealed and What’s Our Response?” is a 45-minute DVD ideal 

for all ages which will be shown on Saturday, December 17 at 

6pm. It’s free and will be conveniently setup after the 5pm 

Mass in the church atrium. Popcorn will be served! Please join 

us. Come, let us adore Him!  

 
9th-12th Grade Attic Nights—Thursdays, 3:30-8:30pm 

The Attic is open to teens for group study, projects or just to 

hang out. The Attic Chapel is a quiet place to pray. Parents, 

please complete the permission form available on our website 

that allows your teen to utilize this space. Please contact Eliza-

beth Harrison, eharrison@stmaryeg.org with questions. 

 

Candy Bar Sales 

During the month of December, proceeds from candy bars sold 

as part of Youth Ministry fundraising will go toward vocations. 

 

Youth Ministry Happenings 

Weekday Ministers ~ The Week of December 11 
 

Server   Tim Swietlik 
 
Sacristan  Mike Eder   
 
Lector   Kathy Stapleton  
 
Eucharistic Ministers  Mike Eder and Kathy Stapleton  

tel:262-796-1162


A special thank you to all those who participated in our study of St. Augustine’s Confessions! We will begin our spring book study of 

Dr. Brant Pitre’s, Jesus, the Bridegroom during Lent. 

 

Short Course on First 1000 Years of Christianity, 2nd & 4th Saturdays, January-March, 2017, 6:50-7:50am   

If you like history, timelines, geography and quirky facts and are an early bird, then this class is for you. We will be using the Didache 

Series: The History of the Church (Parish Edition) by Fr. Peter Armenio. You can order from Midwest Theological Forum or from Ama-

zon. Class will also include discussion of material, and most importantly the class offers a perspective that the Holy Spirit is guiding the 

Church. No matter how bad things got, the Faith endured. Please contact Mike Creegan, creeganfamily@earthlink.net if you are interest-

ed in attending. What is even more important than learning about the Church is that Holy Mass is available at 8am on Saturdays, and it’s 

only a few feet away.  Here’s the first quirky fact: who were the Circumcellions and why didn’t you want to run into them on a road in 

North Africa? 

 

VIBE is Back! 

Join us starting Thursday morning, January 5th at 9am for a study of the Gospel of John. We will once again use Dr. Scott Hahn’s study 

guide from Ignatius Press. Childcare is available with advance notice. Cost is just $15, which includes the Gospel text/study guide. 

 

VIBE Special Announcement 

In addition to the weekly Bible study of the Gospel of John, on January 5th we will have a special guest as Fr. Bill Kurz, SJ, PhD from 

the Theology Department at Marquette will offer the introductory session on the Gospel of John! Fr. Kurz has written a number of books 

on Scripture and serves as a Senior Fellow at the St. Paul Institute for Biblical Theology which oversaw the development of our study 

guide series! If anyone wishes to attend just this talk but is unable to attend the Bible study as a whole, the cost will be $5.  

 

Pakenham Library Advent Reading Suggestions: 

Visit our Pakenham Library located just off the church atrium: Christmas with the Holy Fathers by Peter Celano, Come Lord Jesus by 

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, A Christmas Novena with Benedict XVI by Vatican Press, Advent and Christmas Wisdom from G.K. Chesterton 

by the Center for Study of C.S. Lewis and Friends, The Night Before Jesus by Herbert Brokering (children’s book). 

Duc in Altum High School Silent Retreat   
This retreat will be held December 16, 17, 18 at the Mt. Tabor Center in Menasha. The retreat is for young men in high school discerning 

the priesthood ages 14-18. For more information and to RSVP, please contact Will Hudson at the Vocation Office at 414-747-6437or 

email,whudson@sfs.edu. 

 

St. Andrew Dinner 
The St. Andrew Dinner will be held at St. Francis de Sales Seminary on Thursday, December 29, 2016, hosted by Fr. Luke Strand and 

Fr. Enrique Hernandez. Please invite young men (high school or young adult) who you think have the qualities needed to be a good 

priest to this Mass and dinner with priests, seminarians, and other young men in discernment. For more information and to RSVP, please 

contact Will Hudson at the Vocation Office at 414-747-6437 or whudson@sfs.edu. 

 

Christmas at the Market  
It’s Christmas at the Market from 9 am to 1 pm on Saturday, December 17, at St. Ann Center, 2801 E. Morgan Ave in Milwaukee. This 

is the last Saturday before Christmas that the Indoor Market will be open before Christmas, so come in to browse not just the fresh pro-

duce, but also unique, quality gifts handcrafted by our friendly vendors – and enjoy FREE holiday gift wrapping. Savor a cup of coffee 

with fresh bakery while listening to a local Scout troop performing carols. And bring the kids for a fun photo op with Santa! (Market 

reopens Dec. 31). 

 

Christ Alive in Our Marriage Retreat  
This day-long retreat on Saturday, January 28 for young adult couples in their first five years of marriage, offers an opportunity to reflect 

on the meaning of your vocation and how you are being invited to live out your faith.  Spend the day hearing talks by other young cou-

ples, talking with your spouse and other couples, and praying and reflecting as a couple. The retreat starts at 10:00 am at the Cathedral of 

St. John the Evangelist in downtown Milwaukee, and concludes with the 5:15 p.m. Mass at the parish. Information and registration can 

be found by following this link: http://tinyurl.com/ChristAliveinOurMarriage2017. 

mailto:whudson@sfs.edu
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